
 

The Nordic Africa Institute (Nordiska Afrikainstitutet) is a center for research, documentation and 
information on modern Africa in the Nordic region. Based in Uppsala, Sweden, the Institute is 
dedicated to providing timely, critical and alternative research and analysis of Africa in the Nordic 
countries and to strengthen the co-operation between African and Nordic researchers.  

As a hub and a meeting place in the Nordic region for a growing field of research and analysis the 
Institute strives to put knowledge of African issues within reach for scholars, policy makers, 
politicians, media, students and the general public. The Institute is financed jointly by the Nordic 
countries (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden). 

 
 
 

Africa Now 

is an exciting new series published in association with Zed Books. Featuring high-quality, cutting edge 
research from leading academics, the series will address the big issues confronting Africa today. 
Accessible but in-depth and wide-ranging in its scope, Africa Now will engage with the critical political, 
economic, sociological and development debates affecting the continent, shedding new light on pressing 
concerns. 

 
Fantu Cheru and Cyril Obi (eds) 
The Rise of China and India in Africa: Challenges, opportunities and critical interventions 
2010, 276 pp, 9781848134379(pb), 9781848134362 (hb), 9781848134393 (eb) 

In recent years, China and India have become the most important economic partners of Africa 
and their footprints are growing by leaps and bounds, transforming Africa’s international relations 
in a dramatic way. Although the overall impact of China and India’s engagement in Africa has 
been positive in the short-term, partly as a result of higher returns from commodity exports 
fuelled by excessive demands from both countries, little research exists on the actual impact of 
China and India’s growing involvement on Africa’s economic transformation. This book 

examines in detail the opportunities and challenges posed by the increasing presence of China and India in Africa, 
and proposes critical interventions that African governments must undertake in order to negotiate with China and 
India from a stronger and more informed platform. 
 

Ilda Lindell (ed.) 
Africa’s  Informal Workers. Collective agency, alliances and transnational organizing 
2010, 229 pp, 9781848134522 (pb), 9781848134515(hb), 9781848134539(eb) 

Gathering cases from nine countries and cities across sub-Saharan Africa, and from a range of 
sectors, this volume goes beyond the usual focus on household ‘coping strategies’ and individual 
agency, addressing the growing number of collective organizations through which informal 
workers make themselves visible and articulate their demands and interests. The emerging picture 
is that of a highly diverse landscape of organized actors, providing grounds for tension but also 
opportunities for alliance. Specifically, the collection examines in depth attempts at organizing 

across the formal–informal work spheres, as well as exploring the novel trend of transnational organizing by informal 
workers.  
 
FORTHCOMING  

Iman Hashim and Dorte Thorsen 
Child Migration in Africa 
2010, 9781848134560(pb), 9781848134553(hb), 9781848134577(eb) 

Child Migration in Africa explores the mobility of children without their parents within West 
Africa. Drawing on the experiences of children from rural Burkina Faso and Ghana, the book 
provides rich material on the circumstances of children’s voluntary migration and their 
experiences of it. Their accounts challenge the normative ideals of what a ‘good’ childhood is, 
which often underlie public debates about children's migration, education and work in 
developing countries. 



Akosua Adomako Ampofo and Signe Arnfred(eds) 
African Feminist Politics of Knowledge. Tensions, Challenges, Possibilities 
2010, xx pp, 978-91-7106-662-6 

This book aims to expose the dilemmas and conflicts that feminist researchers and practitioners 
living and/or working in the Global South have to deal with on a daily basis. The book attempts 
to disentangle some of these dilemmas and tensions in, challenges to, but also possibilities for 
feminist research and activism in the context of the cultures, practices and expectations of 
university bureaucracies, donor agencies and North-South collaboration.  
All the authors, living and working in Denmark, Ghana, Mozambique and South Africa, are 

researchers and activists. They theorise from their experiences as persons who are based in or  have worked in Africa, 
highlighting the dilemmas and conflicts they face as academics and researchers dependent on donor funding. 

Bonnie Campbell (ed.) 
Mining in Africa. Regulation and Development 
2009, 276 pp, 978-0-7453-2939-0 
Co-published with IDRC Canada & Pluto Press 

The continent of Africa is rich in minerals needed by Western economies, but rather than 
forming the basis for economic growth the mining industry contributes very little to African 
development. Investigating the impact of the '2003 Extractive Industries Review' on a number 
of African countries, the contributors find that a key dimension of the problem lies in the 
regulatory frameworks imposed on the African countries by the IMF and World Bank. They 

aim to convince academics, governments and industry that regulation needs to be reformed to create a mining 
industry favorable to social and economic development and environmental protection. The book takes a 
multidisciplinary approach and provides a historical perspective of each country, making it ideal for students of 
development studies and development organizations. 

Liv Haram and C. Bawa Yamba (eds) 
Dealing with Uncertainty in Contemporary African Lives 
2009, 226 pp, 978-91-7106-649-7 

“The case studies in this book demonstrate both the increasing uncertainty and insecurity of 
life in contemporary Africa and the ways that people respond including warding off and 
reaching out.  Scapegoats are sought.  Witch beliefs become elaborated  as explanations of 
failures and malaise while witchfinding becomes a lucrative profession.  Pentecostal or other 
fundamentalist churches burgeon as they assure people that life has meaning and better times 
are before them if only they believe.  Suicide and insanity are other possible responses. All in 

all, a thought-provoking volume”. Elizabeth Colson, Professor Emeritus, University of California, Berkeley  

Gaim Kibreab 
Eritrea: A Dream Deferred 
2009, 420 pp, 978-1-84701-008-7 
Co-published with James Currey 

Eritrean independence under the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (now the People’s Front for 
Democracy and Justice) became an international cause celebre during the 1980s. Eritrea was the 
first African nation to gain independence in the post-colonial period and appeared to be opening 
a new and progressive path in African politics. But the promise of the revolution was soon 
betrayed by the outbreak of war with Ethiopia, the PFDJ’s increasingly repressive domestic 

policies, its mismanagement of the country’s economy, and its hostile relations with its neighbors. In this well-
researched first account of post-independence Eritrea, the author gives a detailed and critical analysis of how things 
went woefully wrong and how the former ‘liberators’ turned into oppressors with no respect for the rule of law, 
human rights and religious freedom. 

 
Kjersti Larsen (ed.) 
Knowledge, Renewal and Religion – Repositioning and changing ideological 
and material circumstanses among the Swahili on the East African Coast 
2009 , 310 pp, 978-91-7106-635-0 

The papers in this book reveal that the Swahili are experiencing worsening economic, political 
and social conditions. Within these circumstances, Islam is invoked as a source of knowledge 
that not only explains the current state of life and living, but also gives directions on how to cope 
with and to change the situation for the better. Islam is both what reinforces Swahili identity and 
a particular way of life, and at the same time, given the current international climate, further 

marginalizes Swahili society and culture. 



 
Henriette Gunkel 
The Cultural Politics of Female Sexuality in South Africa 
2009, 181 pp, 978-0-415-87269-0   
Co-published with Routledge 

Sexual identity has emerged into the national discourse of post-apartheid South Africa, bringing 
the subject of rights and the question of gender relations and cultural authenticity into the focus 
of the nation state’s politics. This book is a fascinating reflection on the effects of these 
discourses on non-normative modes of sexuality and intimacy and on the country more 
generally. While in 1996, South Africa became the first country in the world that explicitly 

incorporated lesbian and gay rights within a Bill of Rights, much of the country has continued to see homosexuality 
as un-African. Henriette Gunkel examines how colonialism and apartheid have historically shaped constructions of 
gender and sexuality and how these concepts have not only been re-introduced and shaped by understandings of 
homosexuality as un-African but also by the post-apartheid constitution and continued discourse within the nation. 

Okey Ndibe & Chenjerai Hove (eds), 
Writers, Writing on Conflicts and Wars in Africa  
2009, 190 pp, 978-1-90670-452-0(HB); 978-1-90670-453-7(PB)  
Co-published with Adonis & Abbey Publishers 

This is a collection of testimonies by various writers and scholars who have experienced, or 
explored, the continent’s conflicts and woes, including how the disruptions shape artistic and 
literary production. The book is divided into two broad categories: in one, several writers speak 
directly, and with rich anecdotal details about the impact wars and conflicts have had in the 
formation of their experience and work; in the second, a number of scholars articulate how 

particular writers have assimilated the horrors of wars and conflicts in their literary creations. 

Roger Southall  & Henning Melber (eds) 
A New Scramble for Africa? Imperialism, Investment and Development  
2009, 440 pp, 978-1-86914-171-4  
Published by the UKZN Press with support from the Nordic Africa Institute 

This book raises significant general questions relating to the nature of emerging global 
competition between the US and China; the centrality of the struggle for oil and minerals and 
resulting militarisation; the international battle to capture Africa’s markets; the marginalisation 
of African capitalism; and the ambiguous benefits that investment and production by 
multinational companies bring to African communities. Arguing that exploitation of the 

continent by comprador African elites remains central, the book concludes by raising important questions about the 
prospects for development in Africa. 

 
 
SERIES FROM THE INSTITUTE 

CURRENT AFRICAN ISSUES 

A series intend to cover topical issues about Africa today by providing in-depth research based analysis 
relevant for Africa as well as for the global community. This is an occasional peer reviewed series. Endorsed 
internally and reviewed externally. Registered with an individual ISBN to enable citation. 

 

42 
Dan Kuwali 
Persuasive Prevention: Towards a Principle for Implementing Article 4(h) 
and R2P by the African Union 
2009, 70 pp, 978-91-7106-650-3 

43 
Daniel Volman 
China, India, Russia and the United States. The Scramble for African Oil 
and the Militarization of the Continent 
2009, 24 pp, 978-91-7106-658-9 
 
 



DISCUSSION PAPER 

NAI Discussion Papers present work in progress, such as new ideas and interim results from NAI research on 
Africa, circulated to stimulate discussion and critical comment. Endorsed and reviewed internally. Registered 
with an individual ISBN to enable citation. 

42 Ron Sandrey and Hannah Edinger 
Examining the South Africa-China Agricultural Trading Relationship 
2009, 58 pp, 978-91-7106-643-5 

43 Xuan Gao 
The Proliferation of Anti-Dumping and Poor Governance in Emerging Economies. Case 
Studies of China and South Africa 
2009, 41 pp, 978-91-7106-644-2 

44 Lawal Mohammed Marafa 
African Business and Development Relationship with China: Seeking Moral and Capital 
Values of the Last Economic Frontier 
2009, 21 pp, 978-91-7106-645-9 

46 Jo-Ansie van Wyk 
Cadres, Capitalists, Elites and Coalitions. The ANC, Business and Development in South Africa 
2009, 59 pp, 978-91-7106-656-5 

47 Elias Coursen 
Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND): Political Marginalizatoin, Repression and Petro-
Insurgency in the Niger Delta 
2009, 28 pp, 978-91-7106-657-2 

FORTHCOMING: 
48 Babatunde Ahonsi, Gender Violence and HIV/AIDS in Post-Conflict West Africa. Issues and Responses 
49 Usman Tar and Abba Gana Shettima, Endangered Democracy? The Struggle over Secularism and its 

Implications for Politics and Democracy in Nigeria 
 

 
 
 

POLICY DIALOGUE 

NAI Policy Dialogue is a series of short reports on policy relevant issues concerning Africa today. Aimed at 
professionals working within aid agencies, ministries of foreign affairs, NGOs and media, these reports intend 
to inform the public debate and to generate input in the sphere of policymaking. The writers are researchers 
and scholars engaged in African issues from several disciplinary points of departure. Most have an institutional 
connection to the Nordic Africa Institute or its research networks. The reports are internally endorsed and 
reviewed externally. To ensure the actuality and relevance of the topics in these reports, the Nordic Africa 
Institute welcomes inputs and suggestions from readers in general and policymakers in particular. 

 
4 
Mats Utas  
Sexual Abuse Survivors and the Complex of Traditional Healing. 
(G)local Prospects in the Aftermath of an African War 
2009, 56 pp, 978-91-7106-648-0 

In its efforts to assist post-conflict societies in africa the international aid community has 
acitvely promoted projects of psycho-social healing among people traumatized during wars 
and violent conflict. To a large degree these projects have been established in the tradtion of 
Western psychology. More recently, however, it has been realized in order to help survivors of 
war effectivley it is necessary to adapt projects and enhance  “local” psycho-social healing. 

This policy report locates the structures – with local legitimacy – that are available to young people who experienced 
sexual abuse during the Sierra Leone civil war (1991–2002). To this end, this booklet discusses a healing complex 
that comprises a number of overlapping actors, including herbalists, Zoe Mammies  (heads of the female secret 
societies), Mori-men (Muslim healers); Karamokos (Muslim teachers) and Christian pastors. 

 
Earlier published in the Policy Dialogue series: 

1  Kjell Havnevik et al. (eds), African Agriculture and The World Bank. Development or Impoverishment? 
2  A.B. Zack Williams (ed.), The Quest for Sustainable Development and Peace. The 2007 Sierra Leone 

Elections  
3  Chris Coulter, Mariam Persson and Mats Utas, Young Female Fighters in African Wars. Conflict and Its 

Consequences 
 



POLICY NOTES 

NAI Policy Notes is a series of short briefs on policy relevant issues concerning Africa 
today. Aimed at professionals working within aid agencies, ministries of foreign affairs, 
NGOs and media, these reports intend to inform the public debate and to generate input 
in the sphere of policymaking. The writers are researchers and scholars engaged in 
African issues from several disciplinary points of departure. Most have an institutional 
connection to the Nordic Africa Institute or its research networks. To ensure the actuality 
and relevance of the topics in these reports, the Nordic Africa Institute welcomes inputs 
and suggestions from readers in general and policymakers in particular. 

 

 

2010 
1 M. Shoeman, South African Female Peacekeepers on Mission in Africa. Progress, Challenges adn Policy 

Options for Increased Participation  
2  A. Babatunde, Towards More Informed Responses to Gender Violence and HIV/AIDS in Post-Conflict West 

African Settings 
2009 
1 U. Ukiwo, Causes and Cures of Oil-related Niger Delta Conflict  
2  F. Rudén & M. Utas, Sexual Exploitation and Abuse by Peacekeeping Operations in Contemporary Africa 
3 D. Thorsen, Les migrations de travail: une question qui concerne aussi les enfants et les jeunes 
4 D. Kuwali, The African Union and the Challenges of Implementing the “Responsibility to Protect” 
5 M. Engdahl, Migrant Remittances: An Overview of Swedish and Global Flows 
6 U. Ukiwo,Les causes et les remèdes des conflits pétroliers du Delta du Niger 
7 P. Goodison, The Impact of Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) Reform on Africa-EU Trade in Food and 

Agricultural Products 
8 P. Goodison, Impact de la réforme de la Politique agricole commune (PAC) sur le commerce des pro-duits 

agricoles etalimentaires entre l’Afrique et l’UE 
9 P. Goodison, Situating the EPA Negotiations – Issues and Unresolved Debates in Africa-EU Trade Relations  
10 N. Khumalo and F. Mulleta, EPAs and the post-Lisbon Implementation Status 
11 C.Alden and E. Sidiropoulos, Africa-China-EU Co-operation in Africa – prospects and pitfalls 
12 A. Mohamoud, Participation of the Diaspora in the Joint Africa-EU Strategic Partnership 
  

*** 

OPEN ACCESS 
The Nordic Africa Institute has taken a decision in principle to make all its scientific publications available as 
open access. The series Policy Dialogue, Policy Note, Current African Issues and Discussion Paper, which are 
published directly by the institute, can either be bought as print-on-demand at a cost price, or be downloaded 
for free from the DiVA archive.  

ABOUT  
DiVA - Academic Archive On-line, is a publishing system for research and student theses and a digital archive 
for long-term preservation of publications. DiVA began its development in the year 2000 at the EPC at Uppsala 
University Library. Today the technical development is driven by the EPC in co-operation with the participating 
universities and colleges. All universities and publicly financed research institutions both in Sweden and abroad 
are welcome to join DiVA in its co-operative effort. The database is currently available in Swedish, English and 
Norwegian. 

HOW TO ORDER 
 Information on how to order hard copies of books are available in DiVA. Books are either distributed as print-
on-demand or directly from our distributors.  
 

 

 
 

 
PO Box 1703, SE- 751 47 UPPSALA, Sweden 

Phone +46 18 56 22 00 
Fax +46 18 56 22 90 

Visitor’s address: Kungsgatan 38, 753 21 Uppsala 
Website: www.nai.uu.se 

http://nai.diva-portal.org/smash/search.jsf
http://www.nai.uu.se/
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