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WITH FOCUS ON MALAWI AND ZIMBABWE

WHAT IS BEHIND THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION IN
MALAWI?

In May last year Bingu wa Mutharika was elected president of Malawi.
During his election campaign he pledged, like many other African
presidential candidates, to deal with widespread corruption. To the
surprise of most observers, Mutharika has honoured his pledges and has
not hesitated to go after high-ranking members in his own party, “the old
guard”.

After 30 years of rigid authoritarian rule under Hastings Banda, Malawi
entered a new political era in 1994. Bakili Muluzi was elected president that
year in the country’s first multiparty elections. The repression from the Banda
days was gone but ordinary people did not receive much of democratic
dividends. Governance continued to be authoritarian and the political class
enriched itself even more.

Muluzi stepped down in 2004 after parliament refused to accept an
amendment to the constitution allowing him to stand for a third term. He
picked Bingu wa Mutharika as his party’s (United Democratic Front/UDF)
presidential candidate. Perceived as a relative outsider, the nomination
surprised many UDF members and led to several party heavyweight
defections. Mutharika was elected in “free but not fair” elections according to
international observers.

Since being sworn in, Mutharika’s relationship with Muluzi seems to have
soured. An anti-corruption campaign he launched has seen the arrest of
senior UDF members and made him unpopular among sections of the party
loyal to Muluzi.

Muluzi probably believed that if he could have someone installed as
president, without a lot of power in ruling party structures, he would be able
to control and rule from behind the scenes. But Mutharika seems to have
decided he wants to be his own person. His zero-tolerance campaign against
corruption has alarmed some UDF party stalwarts, who have already started
accusing the new president of political witch hunting.

Under the previous government corrupt activities of officials were almost
tolerated, but the tide seems to be turning. “It’s no secret that the former
president has the backing of UDF heavyweights, but I don't think that
Mutharika has deliberately gone after Muluzi’s allies. Mutharika’s anti-
corruption drive is more about showing donors that he can run a clean



government, and less about political witch hunting” says Boniface Dulani,
political science lecturer at the University of Malawi.
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THE 2005 ZIMBABWE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS

In March 2005, on a date yet to be announced, Zimbabwe will hold its sixth
parliamentary elections. This time, even the “friendly” party, South Africa’s
ruling African National Congress (ANC), has openly voiced its doubts on
the possibility for free and fair elections.

The elections are important in several ways. The ruling party, ZANU-PF, has
labelled them the “Anti-Blair” elections and repeatedly point out that what is



at stake is Zimbabwe's very existence as an independent and sovereign
nation.

In reality ZANU-PF is trying to avoid the mistakes of the 2000 elections when
it was almost defeated. ZANU-PF wants to bury the MDC and it makes no
secret of its intentions. Having failed to change the constitution because it
does not have the requisite two-thirds majority, ZANU-PF is eager to
dispense with this inconvenience by securing, at any cost, an overwhelming
majority.

In the run-up to the elections, several important developments have taken
place in Zimbabwe. Draconian legislation on information has almost crippled
the opposition by denying it access to the media, the right to campaign, and
barring civil society from involvement in the crucial elections. The MDC also
maintains that the existence of 50 000 youth militia, trained to coerce and
intimidate opposition members, will also hinder free elections.

South Africa’s ruling African National Congress (ANC), has through its
Secretary General openly voiced its doubts on the possibility for free and fair
elections. His statement specifically mentioned the Public Order and Security
Act (POSA), which he condemned for preventing the MDC from holding
meetings in the lead-up to elections.

The ZANU-PF government argues that it has complied with the SADC
Principles and Guidelines Governing Democratic Elections, granting all
opposition parties the right to campaign freely. However, critics have pointed
out that changes are only cosmetic. A SADC delegation of lawyers is
presently assessing the conditions.

By law, the defence forces, whose Commander-in-Chief is the President of
Zimbabwe, will play a crucial role in the administration of the elections. In
addition, the voters’ role is allegedly in shambles. Whereas it is quite easy for
the rural electorate to register as voters and to vote, a whole lot of
bureaucratic impediments, reminiscent of the 2002 presidential elections, have
been put in place for the urban electorate. The number of constituencies in
urban areas has also been reduced, while those in rural areas have increased.
This makes sense if it is remembered that the rural areas make up the ruling
party’s power base, while the opposition derives its support from the urban
areas.

The government has made it clear that no observers from hostile countries
(read the West) will be invited to observe the elections. Invitations will be
restricted to friendly countries and organisations. No one can legally observe
or monitor elections in Zimbabwe unless they are properly accredited.
Breaking the law in this respect entails jail and /or deportation.

In the run-up to the elections, Zimbabwe has witnessed a lot of infighting in
both major parties. Because of the intra-party struggles, inter-party violence is
yet to be witnessed. The major threats to the opposition appear to be some
state organs, especially the police, who in an effort to enforce POSA, which
requires police permission for any gathering of more than three people



discussing politics, have been accused of selectively applying the law by
targeting the opposition, thereby crippling its ability to campaign freely.

At one time the MDC declared that it would not contest the elections.
Participating would legitimise what the party fears will be flawed elections.
However, not participating would be a present to ZANU-PF. Less than two
months before the elections the MDC has still not announced its decision.
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EVENTS CALENDER

February 28: Referendum in Burundi on the new constitution preparing the
ground for power-sharing among Hutus and Tutsis.

March 13: Presidential elections in the Central African Republic have been
postponed again. 11 candidates will run.

March 29: Parliamentary elections in Somaliland, despite prolonged failure to
pass an election law.
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